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Keep your family safe this summer by following these tips from the American
Academy of Pediatrics (AAP). For sun and water safety tips, see this tip

sheet. Please feel free to use them in any print or broadcast story, with appropriate
attribution of source.

FIREWORKS SAFETY
e  Fireworks can result in severe burns, scars and disfigurement that can last a lifetime.

e  Fireworks that are often thought to be safe, such as sparklers, can reach temperatures
above 1000 degrees Fahrenheit, and can burn users and bystanders.

e  Families should attend community fireworks displays run by professionals rather than
using fireworks at home.

e  The AAP recommends prohibiting public sale of all fireworks, including those by
mail or the Internet.
BUG SAFETY

e Don't use scented soaps, perfumes or hair sprays on your child.

e  Avoid areas where insects nest or congregate, such as stagnant pools of water,
uncovered foods and gardens where flowers are in bloom.

e Avoid dressing your child in clothing with bright colors or flowery prints.

e Toremove a visible stinger from skin, gently back it out by scraping it with a credit
card or your fingernail.

e  Combination sunscreen/insect repellent products should be avoided because
sunscreen needs to be reapplied every two hours, but the insect repellent should not
be reapplied.

e  Use insect repellents containing DEET when needed to prevent insect-related

diseases. Ticks can transmit Lyme Disease, and mosquitoes can transmit West Nile S?
Virus and other viruses. Ou C an nO VV pay
e  The current AAP and CDC recommendation for children older than 2 months of age A

is to use 10% to 30% DEET. DEET should not be used on children younger than 2 Our
months of age. y
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e  The effectiveness is similar for 10% to 30% DEET but the duration of effect varies. E D
Ten percent DEET provides protection for about 2 hours, and 30% protects for about Q V ater and Utllltle S
5 hours. Choose the lowest concentration that will provide the required length of .
coverage. ' Or Traffic Tickets
On line!

e  The concentration of DEET varies significantly from product to product, so read the
label of any product you purchase. Children should wash off repellents when they
return indoor.
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The City of Hallsville thanks you Lucas Smith, Eagle Scout
Candidate, for refurbishing and landscaping the Hallsville signs
on East and West HWY 80 We also wanted to say Thank You
to all the others that helped. Christian Barletta, Miles Booth, Will Brannon, Colton
Clark, Heath Faucheux, Dakota Hackney, Jacob Korth, and Jacob Smith from Troop
620. Thank You also to the Scoutmasters Dion Faucheux and Michael Smith. Also
Thanks to Laurie Smith and Trent Faucheux. You all did a wonderful job. Thanks for
helping Make Hallsville Beautiful!!!




Crime Prevention Tips for Preventing Burglary of a Motor VehicleBMV
from a Criminal’s Viewpoint:

» Wide Variety of Merchandise. A vast array of property is left inside parked vehicles.
Laptop computers, cell phones, GPS devices, aftermarket car stereo systems, video
systems (often mounted in headrests), even purses and wallets, just scratches the
surface of the variety of “window shopping” goodies criminals feast upon.

» Easy Shopping. It takes less than a minute to break a vehicle’s window, unlock the
door, and remove items left inside. Most of the time, there are no witnesses to these
offenses because of the ease and speed.

* Low Risk. In Texas, BMV is a misdemeanor offense, meaning less time behind bars. Only on the third conviction does BMV
become a felony.

» Hard to be caught. Because thieves often pick vehicles parked in secluded spots, dark areas, and avoid crowded areas, there
is often no witness to BMV offenses.

 Easy to Convert Stolen ltems to Cash. This can trip up a burglar IF items stolen are marked (or serial numbers recorded), and
these numbers are reported to police. In Dallas, pawn shops are required to record the names of persons pawning merchandise.
If a serial number of a stolen piece of property is identified, it is easy to identify the suspect who pawned it. Unfortunately, the
vast majority of property stolen is not marked, or the serial numbers are not recorded, and the property is never identified as
stolen.

What You can do to help from becoming a victim:

» Take, Lock, Hide. The basic crime fighting tool to preventing BMV.

* Lock your vehicle. Yes, it takes seconds to break a window, but doing so makes noise — and criminals hate making noise. Also,
officers report that in many instances where a victim left their vehicle unlocked (to prevent windows from being broken); the
suspect broke the window anyway, expecting the vehicle to be locked.

* Hide valuables from sight, or, even better, take items with you. If a criminal doesn’t see anything, they're less likely to break in,
and will go to the next vehicle and window shop. Remember to hide valuables BEFORE you park in the place you're leaving
your vehicle. If a criminal sees you put a laptop in the trunk, they’ll just break into the trunk when you leave. Same advice for
putting property under a seat. If a criminal sees you reaching under a seat, they’ll assume something is under there, and break
in, looking for property.

* Park in areas that are not secluded. Well lit parking lots, with good “sight lines”, make it more likely your vehicle is visible to the
general public. Attended parking lots, monitored by uniformed or easily identifiable legitimate parking attendants, are ideal.
Remember, criminals don’t like witnesses.

« After-market car stereos; consider models with removable faceplates. Take the faceplate with you when your leave your
vehicle.

» Record serial numbers of property you may leave inside your vehicle. If stolen, it makes it more likely the suspect, if he tries to
pawn, will be identified.

Remember, there is no 100% fool-proof way to prevent all crime. You can make yourself less likely to be a victim of BMV by

following the above tips, and by using common sense. Simply locking your vehicle and removing property from inside is half the
battle.

Remember that YOU are an important partner in the fight against crime.

K9 NYKO with his new stab/bullet resistant vest courtesy of

Vested Interest Inc.
Thank you for providing my partner with this life saving
equipment
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Mayor Jerri Medrano stated she would like
to turn the meeting over to

Mike Hallum with Knuckols, Duvall,
Hallum & Co. our City of Hallsville Auditors.

Mike Hallum stated the audit for the year
ended September 30, 2013. He then asked
council to turn to page 1 of the Financial
Statement of the General Fund and brought
to their attention “In our opinion, the
financial statements referred to above
present fairly in all material respects, the
respective financial position of the
governmental activities, the business-type
activities, and each major fund of City of
Hallsville, Texas, as of September 30, 2013
and the respective changes in financial
position and, where applicable, cash flows
thereof and the respective budgetary
comparison for the General Fund for the
year then ended in accordance with
accounting principles generally accepted in
the United States America”. Mr. Hallum
stated with this report results is the highest
level of insurance that the City of Hallsville
is in compliance.

Mr. Hallum refers to page 3 and stated
internal control over financial reporting
during their audit did not identify any
deficiencies and with compliance and other
matters their audit disclosed no instances
of noncompliance or other matters that are
required to be reported under Government
Auditing Standards.

Mr. Hallum refers to page 10 and explains
Governmental Activities column is General
Fund and Business-Type Activities column is
Water Fund with a total of $9,770,117.

He stated some things you cannot control
like street improvements that were capital
outlays of $391,679, most of that was
Police Department and street
improvements.
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11l. CONSENT AGENDA

Mayor Jerri Medrano referred to the agenda and asked for approval of the March 18w, 2014 meeting?
Motion was made by Alderman Eric Anderson and second by Alderman Gary Nash.
Motion carried. 4 Ayes; 0 Nays; and 0 Abstentions.

Mayor Jerri Medrano referred to the Monthly Financial Reports for April. Alderman Tim Hatten stated “we
almost have it” what we’re spending each month and where we’re at for the year.

Mayor Jerri Medrano asked, “Are you referring to this report and asked Faron Cain to print the report for next
month”. There will be two financial reports submitted next month for Council.

Gary Nash asked the question referring to the Payroll Tax Report, “Why the amount lowers by $201”?

Faron Cain responded we recategorized employees that were paid half their salary from the Water and Sewer
Fund and half their salary from General Fund. Instead having one employee paid from Water and Sewer Fund
and the other employee from General Fund without splitting salaries.

Mayor Jerri Medrano responded the bookkeeping is easier, we have employees working for Water and Sewer
that needs to be paid out of that account and employees paid out of General Fund account.

Motion was made by Alderman Jake Walker and second by Tim Hatten.
Motion carried. 4 Ayes; 0 Nays; and 0 Abstentions.

Mr. Hallum refers to page 42, Water and Sewer Fund. He states Budgeted Operating Revenues came in at
$1,382,363 better than what the City budgeted. Budgeted Operating Expenses came in at $1,180,136 and this
includes depreciation. The depreciation was $254,094 with water and sewer assets we do depreciate those
items under our profit principals. He stated the Budgeted Non-Operating Revenues (Expenses) came out to be
$18,798 and if you add this figure back to the depreciation the City came out very well.

Mayor Jerri Medrano asked Mr. Hallum, “What about when we put in all those new water lines?” Mr. Hallum
stated the City borrowed money to do that project and that is a capital outlay. Any amounts will fall under
Additional Budgeted Income (Expense) Amounts, separate from your budget.

Mr. Hallum stated overall the City had a good year in the Water and Sewer Fund with transferring the money
and paying off the Police Department dept.

Mr. Hallum asked if there were any questions and stated again, if you have any questions or concerns in the
future please feel free to call him.

Motion was made by Alderman Eric Anderson and second by Alderman Gary Nash
Motion carried. 4 Ayes; 0 Nays; and O Abstentions
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Mayor Jerri Medrano stated if there is nothing else.

Tim Hatten stated he had something he wanted to ask about, | have requested twice for something to be added to the
agenda.

Mayor Jerri Medrano stated this email.

Tim Hatten asked, “What email?”

Mayor Jerri Medrano stated this is a budgeted item.

Tim Hatten stated this is not a budgeted item. Tim Hatten stated it’s an item I've contested.

Mayor Jerri Medrano asked, “You mean about the electricity?”

Tim Hatten stated yes.

Mayor Jerri Medrano stated we don’t have any Christmas ornaments that will fit on them.

Tim Hatten stated this is about ornaments and electricity.

Mayor Jerri Medrano stated we will have to buy new ornaments.

Alderman Eric Anderson stated it doesn’t matter, if the item has been requested for the agenda then it needs to be on
the agenda.

Mayor Jerri Medrano stated this is not on the agenda to discuss.

Tim Hatten stated | do not want to discuss it; it is not on the agenda.

| want it noted in the minutes that | have requested twice to be put on the agenda. | would like it noted to consider and
discuss amendment to our budget, Christmas lights and electricity to these poles on the next agenda.

Mayor Jerri Medrano asked, “Did you see the cost?”

Eric Anderson responded | am backing Tim on this issue, it is our decision to make that amendment not yours. Eric stated
we cannot act or discuss that unless it makes the agenda. So failure for those items to make the agenda means that we
can’t as a council do what we’re asked to do as elected officials. Mayor Jerri Medrano responded ok, put on the agenda
to talk about budget item for Christmas decorations and electricity.

Tim Hatten stated my problem is I've asked for it twice and it hasn’t been put on here. That’s an issue, that’s something
the people want, it’s something a lot of people want to continue to have, a lot of people were upset about no lights this
past season, it needs to be addressed, we need to talk about it.

Mayor Jerri Medrano responded ok.

Tim Hatten stated there are ways we can do it financially and get it paid for, so we’ll talk about it next month.

Mayor Jerri Medrano responded will you have all the information on how to do it for the next packet?

Tim Hatten stated sure.

Mayor Jerri Medrano responded and | will have all the fees. Tim Hatten stated if you will provide all that for the meeting.
Eric Anderson stated | think it is incumbent for us to provide some information that’s for that, there’s options in my head
that have not been discussed with anyone. There are viable options, its worthy of having that discussion.

Tim Hatten stated he didn’t want to say a lot of information you have is incorrect but there is a way we can do this and it
not cost so much.

Mayor Jerri Medrano stated for the ornaments.

Tim Hatten stated well the ornaments themselves will cost no matter what, the electricity to the poles, that’s not going
to be an issue, it’s not going to be a problem.

He stated yes the ornaments are expensive we know that.

Mayor Jerri Medrano responded we need to know how many.

Tim Hatten stated you know what, if we only get a few maybe half, just put something up and then half the next year. |
don’t have a problem with that.

Mayor Jerri Medrano responded we have to have a plan. The money will have to come out of the General Budget.

Tim Hatten responded it can be paid for using the money we have.

Mayor Jerri Medrano asked Tim Hatten to put that in writing so she can put that in the packet.

Tim Hatten responded sure.

Mayor Jerri Medrano stated | cannot find anybody to rewire the old ones. | have asked individuals, | have asked
companies, they want touch them, they’re too old. | have asked local electricians and asked JW if he knew somebody, he

said they’re so old they wouldn’t be liable.
NOTE: The above conversation about Christmas ornaments and electricity to the poles was a total of 5 minutes and 24
seconds.

VL. Citizens to be Heard

There were no comments from citizens.
VII. Adjournment

Alderman Eric Anderson adjourned the council meeting at 7 pm.
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